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Regular Session, 2012 ACT NO 866 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 599

BY SENATOR ADLEY

AN ACT

Toamend and reenact R.S. 36:508.2(A) and R.S. 48:1161, to enact R.S. 36:509(F)(11), R.S.
48:25.1, 197, 1161.1, 1161.2, and 1167.1; to reped R.S. 33:2201(B)(17), R.S.
35:408, R.S. 36:504(A)(9) and 509(M), R.S. 47:820.5, 820.5.2,and 820.5.3,and R.S.
48:1092.1 and 1101.1, relative to the Department of Transportation and
Development; provides relative to termination of the Crescent City Connection
Division; provides relative to the Crescent City Connection Bridge and ferries;
provides relative to the Mississippi River Bridge Authority; to create the Crescent
City Transition Fund as aspecial fund in the state treasury; to provide for the use of
monies in the fund; provides relative to transfer of funds, property, buildings, and
improvements; and to provide for related matters.

Beit enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 36:508.2(A) ishereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 36:509(F)(11)

is hereby enacted to read as follows:
8508.2. Office of operations; functions; assistant secretary, powers and duties

A. There is hereby created within the Department of Transportation and

Development, the office of operations, which shall administer all mattersrelated to
the operations of the department's district offices, the Crescent City Connection
Btvisten Bridge, the Sunshine Bridge, and other matters as may be directed by the

Secretary.

8509. Transfer of agenciesto Department of Transportation and Devel opment
F. Thefollowing agencies, asdefined in R.S. 36:3, are hereby abolished, and
their powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities are transferred to the secretary

of the Department of Transportation and Development and hereafter shal be
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SB NO. 599 ENROLLED

exercised and performed as provided in Part 1V of Chapter 22 of this Title:

* * *

(11) The Mississippi River Bridge Authority.

* * *

Section 2. R.S. 48:1161 is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 48:25.1,

197,1161.1, 1161.2, and 1167.1 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

825.1. Operation or control of ferries; Crescent City Connection ferries

A. Thedepartment may take over, control, operate, and regulate the

ferries formerly operated by its Crescent City Connection Division. It may

prescribe and collect such fees, tolls, fares, or ferry charges as it deems

necessary to operate, maintain, and replace such ferry service. Tothat end, it

may privatize, let franchises, or enter into contractsfor such ferry serviceinthe

name of the state, alone or jointly with the parishes or municipalities of the

state. If the department entersinto a contract or franchise agreement with a

non-public entity to provide ferry service formerly operated by its Crescent

City Connection Division, theprovisionsof R.S. 48:999 and 1000 which provide

for certain free and unhamper ed passage on toll ferries shall not apply.

B. If thedepartment entersinto a contract or franchise agreement with

anon-public entity to provide such ferry service, such contract shall include a

contract provision that appoints the New Orleans Regional Planning

Commission as an advisor to such ferry service contractor. The commission

may follow its customary proceduresto satisfy such advisory function.

* * *

8197. Motor vehiclelicense tax; transportation trust fund

Beqginning January 1, 2013, and each fiscal vear thereafter, after

compliance with the reguirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the

Constitution of Louisiana, and after making the allocation for state highway

fund No. 2, thetreasur er shall deposit intotheTransportation Trust Fund fifty

per cent of all funds derived from the collection of registration and license fees

and taxescollected by thestatepursuant toR.S. 47:462, and asprovidedin R.S.
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47:481, in the parishes of Orleans, Jeffer son, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles,

Tangipahoa, and St. Tammany.

* * *

§1161. Abolition of bridge and ferry authorities; merger and consolidation of bridge
and ferry functionsin board of highways

In order to merge and consolidate into one department the duties and
functions that are of a similar nature or character, under authority of Section 32 of
Articlelll of the Constitution of Louisianaof 1921, the Ascension-St. James Bridge
and Ferry Authority, the Iberville Parish Bridge and Ferry Authority, the Pointe
Coupee-West FelicianaBridge and Ferry Authority, and the St. Charles-St. John the
Baptist Bridge and Ferry Authority are hereby abolished, effective January 1, 1973,
and all of the powers, duties, functions, immunities, restrictionsand exemptionsfrom
taxation under any laws, and particularly under the effective provisions of Act 7 of
1952, Act 526 of 1958, Act 555 of 1966, Act 413 of 1962, Act 413 of 1966, Act 269
of 1968, Act 290 of 1968, Act 57 of 1969 and R.S. 48:1151-1158 are transferred to
the State Board of Highways and Department of Highways, effective January 1,
1973, and after said date the board of highways shall have and exercise al of the
executive and administrative functions provided for by the constitution or lawswith

respect to the authorities herein abolished and with respect to the officers and

members of such authorities. Hewever,othing—heretn—shaH—be—construed—as

§1161.1. Abolition of Mississippi River Bridge Authority; merger and

consolidation of bridge and ferry functions in Department of

Transportation and Development

The Mississippi River Bridge Authority is hereby abolished, effective

January 1, 2013, and all of itspower s, duties, functions, immunities, r estrictions,

and exemptions from taxation under any laws and particularly under the

effective provisions of Act 7 of 1952, Act 402 of 1976, Act 204 of 1980, Act 329

of 1981, Act 522 of 1984, Act 762 of 1988, and Act 315 of 1989, aretransferred
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to the Department of Transportation and Development effective January 1,

2013, and after such date the department shall have and exercise all of the

executiveand administrativefunctionsprovided for by the constitution or laws

with respect to the Mississippi River Bridge Authority herein abolished.

§1161.2. Crescent City Transition Fund

A. Upon the final payment on any public indebtedness issued by the

Mississippi River Bridge Authority or the Crescent City Connection Division

of the Department of Transportation and Development, all books, papers,

records, actions, and other property and improvementsther eon, both movable

and immovable, heretofore owned, possessed, controlled, or used by the

Mississippi River Bridge Authority or the Crescent City Connection Division

of the Department of Transportation and Development in the exercise of

functions of thosebodies arehereby transferred to thedepartment. All books,

papers, and recordstransferred to the department pursuant to this Section or

as a result of the Act originating as Senate Bill 599 of the 2012 Regular

L egidative Session shall be retained for a period of no less than five years

following such transfer.

B. Thereishereby created, asa special fund in the state treasury, the

Crescent City Transition Fund, hereinafter referred to as the "fund". The

sour ce of monies for the fund shall be amounts paid to the Mississippi River

Bridge Authority pursuant to Sections 4.21 and 12.1 of the Amended and

Restated | ndentur eand Deed of Trust between the Secr etary of the Depar tment

of Transportation and Development (Actingin theNameof and on Behalf of the

Mississippi River BridgeAuthority) and Bank OneTrust Company, N.A., dated

November 1, 2002, or funds possessed, controlled, or due to the Mississippi

River Bridge Authority or the Crescent City Connection Division of the

Department of Transportation and Development.

C. After compliance with the requirementsof Article V11, Section 9(B)

of theConstitution of L ouisiana, relativetotheBond Security and Redemption

Fund, an amount equal to that deposited into the state treasury from the
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for egoing sour ces shall bedeposited in and credited tothefund. Themoniesin

the fund shall be invested by the treasurer in the same manner as the state

general fund, and interest earnings shall be deposited into the fund. All

unexpended and unencumber ed moniesremainingin thefund at theend of each

fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

D. Moniesinthefund shall besubject toappropriation by thelegisature

upon recommendation of the secretary of the Department of Transportation

and Development. If the Department of Transportation and Development

determinesthat an appropriation is necessary, thefirst four million dollar s of

monies deposited in the fund shall be appropriated for use by the Department

of Transportation and Development, hereinafter referred to as the

"department” , for the purpose of capitalizing ferry service formerly operated

by the Crescent City Connection Division in the Marine Trust Program.

Whether or not tollsareextended on the Crescent City Connection Bridge, the

balance of the monies in the fund as of December 31, 2012, shall be

appropriated to the New Orleans Regional Planning Commission for lighting

of the eastbank and westbank approaches to the Crescent City Connection

Bridge including General DeGaulle and the Westbank Expressway approach

through ground level, improvements to ingress and egress points, lighting,

maintenance, grass cutting, and landscaping of the westbank expr essway and

connecting arteries.

E. Asused in this Section, the " Mississippi River Bridge Authority"

shall mean the Mississippi River Bridge Authority originally created asabody

politic and cor por ate of the state under the authority of Act No. 7 of 1952 and

transferred to and incor por ated within the Department of Transportation and

Development _under the Executive Reorganization Act of Louisiana, as

amended, and called and oper ated asthe Crescent City Connection Division of

the Department of Transportation and Development.

* * *

81167.1. Effective date of merger, consolidation and transfer of functions;
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appropriations; termination; Mississippi River Bridge Authority:;

Crescent City Connection Division

Themerqger, consolidation and transfer of functionsprovided for by this

Part shall take effect and become oper ative on January 1, 2013.

* * *

Section 3. R.S. 33:2201(B)(17), R.S. 35:408, R.S. 36:504(A)(9) and 509(M), R.S.
47:820.5 and 820.5.2, and R.S. 48:1092.1 and 1101.1 are hereby repealed.

Section 4. R.S. 47:820.5.3 is hereby repeal ed.

Section 5. The secretary of the Department of Transportation and Devel opment or
hisdesignee, on behalf of the state of L ouisiana, is hereby specifically authorized to execute
such documents, contracts, agreements, or other instruments, and to perform such other acts
as are necessary to properly effectuate the purposes of this Act. The provisions of this Act
shall supersede any other laws in conflict. The provisions of this Act shall be liberally
construed to effectuate these purposes.

Section 6. All books, papers, records, money, actions, and other property and
improvements thereon, both movable and immovable, heretofore owned, possessed,
controlled, or used by the Mississippi River Bridge Authority and the Crescent City
Connection Division of the Department of Transportation and Development in the exercise
of functionsherein transferred are hereby transferred to such department. All books, papers,
and records transferred to the department pursuant to this Section or as aresult of the Act
originating as Senate Bill 599 of the 2012 Regular L egidative Session shall be retained for
aperiod of no less than five years following such transfer.

Section 7. It is hereby specifically provided that on the effective date of this Act that
any appropriations made at this 2012 Regular Session of the legislature, or any funds
otherwise made available, to carry out the functions herein transferred shall follow the
functions and activities herein transferred and shall be transferred to the Department of
Transportation and Development for use by such department in carrying out the functions
and activities herein transferred to it.

Section 8. Section 4 of this Act shall become effective upon signature by the

governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become
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law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article Ill, Section 18 of the
Constitution of L ouisiana. If vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the
legislature, this Act shall become effective on the day following such approval.

Section 9. Except for Section 4, this Act shall take effect on January 1, 2013.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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